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This past year was an extremely
challenging time in the field of
humanitarian health, and these
challenges will likely continue and
become increasingly complex in
2018. The magnitude, severity and
protracted nature of humanitarian
emergencies continued to grow
in numerous countries including
Syria, Central African Republic,
and Nigeria, while new waves of
massive displacement occurred
including the Rohingya fleeing from
Myanmar into Bangladesh, and
South Sudanese to neighboring
Uganda and Kenya. Large scale
epidemics exploded in many
countries, including yellow fever,
the plague and cholera. Meanwhile,
attacks on health facilities and
workers continued unabated and
with impunity. As I write this letter
today, another chemical attack
is being investigated in Syria and
two hospitals were damaged as a
result of aerial bombardment. The
geopolitical situation is worsening as
populism and xenophobia increases
and world leaders turn inward. In
this environment, it is easy to be
pessimistic and feel that what we
are doing is not enough. However,
I believe now is the time for action
from all of us, at local, national
and international levels, and the
Hopkins Center for Humanitarian
Health is proud to provide leadership
and advocate for change in these
challenging times.

LETTER FROM
THE DIRECTOR

The Johns Hopkins Center for
Humanitarian Health has had
a defining inaugural year. Our
students were offered more courses
and seminars in humanitarian
health, our faculty has grown, our
research has expanded in scope and
location, and our partnerships have
increased and been strengthened—
both with agencies in the United
States as well as international
organizations. Advocacy efforts for
the rights of persons affected by
humanitarian emergencies, both
domestic and international, were
expanded, and evidence-based
arguments were used to speak out
against issues such as the refugee
travel ban and the prioritization
of humanitarian aid to specific
religious groups, using mainstream
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and social media, organizing
seminars and through the
publication of articles. The
Bloomberg School of Public Health
together with the Center provided
two scholarships to Syrian refugees
in 2017/18, and will provide another
refugee scholarship for 2018/19.
These are just the many ways
that the Center for Humanitarian
Health tried to address the many
challenges in 2017. The Center
for Humanitarian Health’s vision
is to pursue new knowledge and
disseminate this learning to save
lives and reduce human suffering.
Our greatest asset is our students,
past, present and future, who are
currently and will continue to be
the future leaders in humanitarian
health.

The Johns Hopkins Center for
Humanitarian Health (CHH) is a
unique, collaborative and multidisciplinary Johns Hopkins academic
program conducted jointly by the
Bloomberg School of Public Health
(JHSPH), the School of Medicine and
the School of Nursing. It is hosted
at JHSPH in the Department of
International Health.

ABOUT
THE CENTER
Saving lives through research, education and empowerment

CHH collaborates with a variety
of organizations including
national and international
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), multilateral and United
Nations organizations, and
Governmental agencies, as well as
other research institutions on
field-based research and
humanitarian projects.

VISION:
To pursue new knowledge
and disseminate this
learning to save lives and
reduce human suffering
and the consequences of
humanitarian emergencies
and disasters.

2017–2020
STRATEGIC PLAN
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WHAT WE DO:
RESEARCH
Undertake innovative research
in humanitarian health science
to discover and apply evidencebased strategies for prevention,
preparedness, response,
recovery and reintegration.

EDUCATE AND TRAIN
Educate and train individuals,
governments and organizations
on the latest theories and
best practice approaches of
humanitarian health science to
allow for their evidence-based
and practical application.
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EMPOWER
Empower individuals,
communities, organizations
and governments to practically
apply skills and expertise
gained through research and
education.

FACULTY
The Center includes 38 faculty
members across the three schools,
including 17 core faculty. Eight new
faculty members joined CHH in 2017.

WHO WE ARE

STUDENTS
CHH offers a Concentration in
Humanitarian Health for Master of
Public Health (MPH) students; 19
students completed the certificate
in the 2016/17 school year. CHH
also manages a Certificate in
Humanitarian Health available
to both MPH and Master of
Science in Public Health (MSPH)
students; 28 students completed
the concentration in 2016/17. The
Center has three PhD students
and one DrPH student focusing
on humanitarian health. CHH and
JHSPH sponsored two full MPH
scholarships to Syrian refugees in
2016/17.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CHH has a diverse 15-member
Advisory Committee. The Committee
met in May and November to
discuss the progress of the Center
and to strategize on next steps. The
Center is actively recruiting new
members to join the committee in
2018.

Dr Darwish, Syrian refugee scholarship recipient, studies large-scale
crises at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.
2017 R. Fischer

5

RESEARCH
Undertaking innovative research
in humanitarian health science is
one of the core activities of the
Center. By the end of 2017, CHH
had 62 research projects across 36
countries in various areas including
health systems, human rights,
cash transfers, mental health and
innovative financing.

WHAT WE DO

Faculty at the CHH contributed to
the evidence-base for humanitarian
health through the publication of 78
peer-reviewed articles in 2017 that
generated over 2,600 citations. Fifty
percent of these articles were coauthored by colleagues from outside
of the United States, an important
step in collaborating with global
partners.
The Center takes advantage of the
breadth and depth of knowledge
and experience at Johns Hopkins
University by partnering with various
schools and institutions within

Projects Map

Countries where CHH works
Countries where CHH works
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the university when undertaking
research. In 2017, the Center
partnered with the Johns Hopkins
Applied Physics Lab and received
a five-year cooperative agreement
with the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to review
current efforts and design innovative
strategies to improve response to
public health emergencies globally.
CHH partners with numerous other
organizations globally to advance
research. In 2017, the Center was
part of a group of prestigious
agencies that published IMPUNITY
MUST END – attacks on health in 23
countries in conflict in 2016.
Center faculty were Commissioners
on the Lancet Commission on Syria
and the Lancet Commission on
Health and Migration, as well as
members of the Funding Committee
for the Research for Health in
Humanitarian Crises (R2HC)
supported by the UK’s Department
of International Development (DFID)
and Wellcome Trust.

EDUCATION AND
TRAINING
Education and training of individuals,
governments and organizations
on the latest theories and best
practices in humanitarian health is
another core activity for the Center
and takes many forms, including
academic courses mentioned
above, monthly student seminars,
and webcasts by international
experts that are open to students
and the public. The latter include
presentations such as:
• Rethinking the Public Health
Response to the Indirect Effects
of War with Dr Paul Wise,
Stanford University.
• Migration and Health Concepts,
Categories and Global
Governance with Drs. Robinson
(JHSPH) and Ferris (Georgetown
University).
• Careers in Humanitarian Health,
presented by an all-female panel
of experienced humanitarian
professionals.

Dr Paul Wise presenting at Humanitarian
Health Seminar. JHU. 2017

HELP Simulation. JHU. 2018. JHU/G.Burnham

In addition to MPH, MSPH, PhD and
DrPH degree programs, the Center
sponsors the Health Emergencies in
Large Populations course (HELP)twice a year in conjunction with the
International Committee of the Red
Cross. This course has been running
for more than 20 years and offers
humanitarian workers an intensive
training experience in public health
principles and disaster epidemiology.
In June 2017, the Center started
delivering its first massive and free
open online course (MOOC) entitled
“Public health in humanitarian
crisis”, which has almost 2,000
active learners from 150 countries.

“I am extremely thankful to
you for providing me with great
learning and education. I feel
indebted to you for your efforts
in designing such a demanding
yet interesting course.”
- student from Pakistan

“I loved your approach,
presentation style and the
confidence you provided us with
information. Thank you very
much for everything with the hope
to learn more from you in the
future.”
-Syrian refugee living in Turkey
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The CHH has partnered with
numerous Centers at Johns Hopkins
University to provide education
and training opportunities. For
example, with the Center for
Health and Human Rights, CHH
sponsored an important screening
and panel discussion on The New
Barbarianism, a film that highlights
the increase in attacks in conflicts
on healthcare workers and health
facilities that are protected by
international humanitarian law.
Johns Hopkins University became a
Global Outbreak Alert and Response
Network (GOARN) partner in 2017,
and CHH is the focal point. The
University is beginning to work with
GOARN on response aspects as
well as to create several education
and training packages to help train
field responders on a variety of
topics including leadership and
management for response team
leaders.

The third objective of the Center’s
activities is to empower individuals,
communities, organizations and
governments to practically apply
skills and expertise gained through
research and education, together
with using evidence to advocate for
persons affected by humanitarian
emergencies and disasters.
CHH faculty and students
accomplish this objective
through advocacy, outreach, and
communication efforts. Activities
to support this objective include the
publication of articles and reports,
the circulation of a weekly center
newsletter to over 1,700 individuals
worldwide, and providing media
interviews with outlets such as
National Public Radio and US News
and World Report.

EMPOWERMENT

To accomplish its mission,
CHH partners with NGOs, the
International Red Cross and
Red Crescent Movement,
other international agencies,
governments, and other academic
institutions. These partnerships
allow the Center to develop, inform
and build partners’ capacity to
respond to future emergencies.
In 2017, CHH enhanced a number
of longstanding partnerships
as well as developed new ones,
including the establishment of a
memorandum of understanding
with the American University
of Beirut and the application to
become a collaborating center with
the World Health Organization,
which will be officially approved in
early 2018.

Doctor in clinic. Afghanistan. 2013.
JHU/G. Burnham
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Nomad girl. Afghanistan. 2013.
JHU/G.Burnham

Somali refugee children. Ethiopia. 2011.
UNHCR/P. Spiegel

WHERE WE ARE GOING

2017 was an exciting and productive
inaugural year for the Johns
Hopkins Center for Humanitarian
Health. With a clear vision for the
future, a strong and growing faculty,
and dedicated students, the Center
has substantial plans for 2018.
Research will continue to be a
core activity. We aim to create
strategic partnerships with certain
NGOs and other international
organizations to conduct
meaningful operational research
in the field of humanitarian health.
In addition, we are working to
partner with The Lancet to jointly
produce a quarterly Journal Watch
that provides a bibliography of all
peer-reviewed humanitarian health
articles for that quarter as well as
editorials on selected articles.

Education and training efforts will
expand significantly with the launch of
our online Master of Applied Science
in Humanitarian Health in September
2018. This new and exciting academic
program aims to educate and train
mid-career professionals to gain
the skills necessary to become
managers and leaders in the field
of humanitarian health. Our MPH
scholarship program for refugees
will continue for the 2018/19 school
year with one scholarship recipient
to be announced shortly. CHH
will strengthen its collaboration
with Johns Hopkins Center for
Bioengineering Innovation and
Design to engage public health and
engineering students to participate
in competitions aimed at generating
creative solutions to identified
challenges in humanitarian action.
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In conjunction with the School of
Nursing, we will be announcing a new
partnership in a Doctor of Philosophy
Scholarship to advance humanitarian
health.
CHH will continue to use evidencebased arguments to advocate for
the rights of people affected by
humanitarian emergencies and
disasters wherever they may be.
Empowering students and partners
will remain one of the Center’s core
objectives as it moves forward.
The Johns Hopkins Center for
Humanitarian Health looks forward
to another productive year, engaging
in and offering solutions to the
numerous humanitarian health
challenges that face the world
in 2018.

THIS IS A SNAPSHOT OF THE 62 PROJECTS CENTER
FOR HUMANITARIAN HEALTH SPONSORS ACROSS
36 COUNTRIES COVERING A VARIETY OF TOPICS
INCLUDING HEALTH SYSTEMS, HUMAN RIGHTS,
CASH TRANSFERS, MENTAL HEALTH AND
INNOVATIVE FINANCING.

WHERE WE WORK

Nepal

Mental health and psychosocial
problems in the aermath of the
Nepal earthquakes
Post-earthquake analysis of
healthcare system impact in Nepal
Surgical care in Nepal aer the
2014 earthquake

Guyana

WHO/PAHO Health Sector
Response to Gender based
violence

Lebanon

Assessing the feasibility of cash
transfer in Syria
Resolving ethical dilemmas in
providing humanitarian health
services in situaons of extreme
violence

Legend
Countries where CHH works

Project examples

Sierra Leone

Community-based intervenons on Ebola
Virus Disease Management
Resource deployment and allocaon during
the recent Ebola epidemic
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CONTACT:
+1 443-287-8746
HumanitHealth@jhu.edu

DONATIONS:
By check:
Please make check payable to:
Johns Hopkins University.
Designate “Center for
Humanitarian Health” in the
notes field on check.
Mail to:
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health
Office of External Affairs
615 N. Wolfe Street
Suite E2132
Baltimore, MD 21205-2179
Online:
https://secure.jhu.edu/form/jhsph
• Under “Please designate my gift
to support,” choose Other.
• An additional text field will be
displayed, labeled “Please describe.”
• Enter “Center for Humanitarian
Health” in the field.
• Proceed with the donation
process.
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Cover photo: Traveling Refugees. Cameroon. 2011.
UNHCR/P. Spiegel

